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Assoc. Prof. Dr.

Afet Coskun

Chair of the Department
of Interior Architecture

Dear young Interior Architects,

It's time to equip yourself with all the knowledge you
have gained during your education at Eastern
Mediterranean University and start your professional
life. First of all, congratulations to each and every one of
you on this achievement! Always remember that when
you design spaces with your own approach and the
sensitivities and awareness you adopt, you are actually
designing human lives as well. Aim to design functional
spaces with high quality of life that each individual can
use and feel good about. Universal design and human life
will be your focus; become an interior architect who
respects the environment, is compatible with history and
culture, and always follows innovations and all
contemporary developments. Even if you face
difficulties, know that it is always in your hands to reach
your target point and make it happen.

Have a successful life journey...
Congratulations...



Dear all,

The profession of interior architecture creates a comfortable space for people,
which influences and shapes their lives. From now on, this profession will be with
you all through your lives.

| found a chance to get together during your graduation project course, which is
in this graduation book. | want to congratulate you on your effort in 2024-25
spring semester.

| wish you all good luck in your future lives....
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zehra Ongll

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Res.Asst.
Zehra Ongil Behnoush Khayat Afshari



Assoc. Prof. Dr. Res.Asst.
Zehra Onglll Behnoush Khayat Afshari
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In the spring 2024—-25 semester, INAR 492 students redesigned the EMU Health

Center to align with contemporary health service needs, prioritizing accessibility,
patient-centered care and campus well-being.

This design studio challenged students to create a holistic interior environment for
a functioning health center serving students, staff and academics on the EMU
campus. Within a 600 m? area, students developed unique scenarios and spatial
identities for examination rooms, emergency care areas, administrative zones, and
social spaces, guided by user-centered design and functional clarity.

Through this project, they explored the role of interior architecture in enhancing
healthcare spaces while supporting community health and education.

EMU Health Center Interior Design Project
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Concept

« Neo-Functionalism Clean zoning and circulation routes support stress-freee
navigation and efficient healthcare operations.

« Biophilic Integration Green office spaces and planted glass corridors bring
nature into work zones, promoting mental wellness.

« Smart Transparency Strategic use of glass partitions maintains visual flow
while enabling modular separation and patient privacy.

« Color-Coded Cognition Intuitive spatial recognition via subtle color zoning
enhances user autonomy and minimizes confusion.

The new health facility acts as an intuitively navigable healing
ecosystem, is not just a place for treatment but a responsive,
a human-centered environment where architecture supports
emotional well-being and operational clarity.

Design Philosophy

By placing the doctor’s rooms in a circular core, the plan promotes central
collaboration while reducing walking distances. The radial flow ensures clear
connections to both emergency and office wings. The glass walls become more
than dividers they are interfaces of light, greenery, and comfort
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Concept

The center aims to create a modern, patient-centered environment that
emphasizes accessibility, comfort, and emotional well-being through natural light
and biophilic design. To improve spatial efficiency and comfort, key areas like the
pharmacy, staff zones, and social spaces were redesigned with more humane
dimensions. calming space, integrating natural elements to enhance physical and
mental well-being. Inspired by biophilic design principles, the space fosters a deep
connection with nature through natural light, organic materials, and fluid spatial
planning. The design prioritizes open, breathable spaces, allowing natural airflow
and maximizing daylight exposure. Warm, earthy materials like wood, stone, and
soft textiles create a soothing atmosphere here, reducing stress and promoting
relaxation. Greenery, water features, and sensory-friendly elements further
enhance the healing experience, making patients, staff, and visitors feel at ease.
By embracing nature as a healing medium, this approach redefines healthcare
environments as places of serenity, renewal, and holistic well-being.
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Cncept

“Harmony”

My concept, “Harmony”, aims to integrate the emergency, PDRAM (psychological
counseling and guidance), and clinic units of the health center into a cohesive
spatial and psychological whole.

By considering the psychological impact of colors and the specific needs of each
user group, | designed distinct atmospheres for each area: In the clinic areas, |
chose soft green tones to evoke a sense of calmness and connection to nature.
In the PDRAM section, | used soft yellow tones to promote mental clarity and
convey a sense of positive energy. For the emergency unit, | preferred soft pink
tones for their soothing effect and their association with safety and
reassurance. These colors were applied subtly, not through dominant
architectural elements, but through accessories and built-in furniture,
integrating them gently into the overall design. At the heart of the building lies a
courtyard, which serves as a vertical circulation space connecting the two floors.
Defined by wooden stair treads and glass railings, this central space strengthens
both the visual and functional unity of the design, embodying the core value of
harmony throughout the project.
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